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The State Board of Education/State Board for Vocational Education held a work session 

on Thursday, July 21, 2016 in Cabinet Room of the Townsend Building, Dover, Delaware.  The 

work session began at 10:00 a.m. 

 

 Present were:  Teri Quinn Gray, President; Jorge Melendez, Vice President; Nina Lou 

Bunting, Gregory B. Coverdale, Jr., G. Patrick Heffernan, Terry M. Whittaker and Donna R. 

Johnson, who serves as the State Board's Executive Director.  Secretary of Education and 

Executive Secretary for the State Board of Education Steven H. Godowsky was also present. 

 

 SBE Executive Director asked Violet Wanta, the Board's summer fellow to introduce 

herself.  Ms. Wanta is an Education Pioneer and is conducting a policy audit for the State Board. 

 

Department of Education ESSA Stakeholder Engagement and Plan Development Outline 

 

 Department staff shared with the State Board the ESSA Transition Plan as well as the 

Department's new draft mission statement and vision statement.  The Department has created an 

internal team to work on this initiative.  The Department anticipates submitting its plan to the U.S. 

Department of Education in March of 2017.  The first draft of the plan will be available for 

comments and feedback by the end of October.  Presenters included Karen Field Rogers, Amelia 

Hodges and Candice Brooks. 

 

Introduction of SBE, PSB and DOE Summer Interns and Fellows 

 

Each of the summer interns introduced themselves, the branch or work group they were 

assisting and outlined their summer project. 

 

The work session adjourned at 11:38 a.m. 


